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by Kevin & Ryan Starr

Lyn’s past is a murky one. She’d been 
hanging around outside a bar in North 

Carolina for several months and was 
dubbed “Jamie Sue” for the local liquor 
of choice. She had acquired a diverse 

set of useful skills in the year 
and half she had spent on this 
Earth, ranging from “begging for 
food despite having just gotten 
some” to “being able to channel 
puppy dog eyes despite being 
fully grown” to “tossing her 
food absolutely everywhere and 
making a total mess.” At least we 
assume she learned them there, 
as they were fully formed when 
she came barreling into our 
hearts and home.

A DNA kit put her at “mostly 
beagle,” but her activities don’t lie. Lyn 
was a born “Prairie Dog,” quickly figuring 
out how to burrow under the sofa cover 
we had gotten for the express purpose of 
keeping dog hair off the sofa and using 
it as a comforter before standing up on 
her hind legs to poke around at whatever 
you’re doing.

Lyn quickly discovered a hatred for 
anything wet (other than her food), 
from rain to damp grass to rivers, a curse 
considering how much she loves running 
up and down on the sand.

An adventurer at heart, Lyn spends most 
of her time outside sniffing anywhere 
and everywhere, taking in the smells of 
new areas while also searching to see if 
she can satisfy her bottomless hunger for 

discarded sandwiches and chicken wings. 
The only thing capable of distracting her 
from the possibility of treats outside is 
the appearance of her most hated foe, the 
Squirrel. Lyn will drop everything she is 
doing to chase a squirrel if she spots one 
(rarer than one would think due to her 
spending most time of a walk with her 
head to the ground), exhibiting a level 
of treeing ability often seen in specially 
trained hounds. She has yet to catch one, 
but that is more thanks to a 6-foot leash 
than any lack of trying on her part.

This is not to say that Lyn is some sort 
of arch-predator, bane to all wildlife. 
She is a softy when it comes to anyone 
or anything that is not a squirrel. When 
Lyn encountered a rat on a walk, her first 
response was to sniff its butt and play 
bow at it. She was trying to get the rat to 
play with her! She was firmly ignored.

In contrast to her adorable exterior, Lyn 
hides a dark and terrible secret. Despite her 
houndiness, her nose is entirely decorative. 
During the early parts of the pandemic, 
we taught her indoors scent work to keep 
her entertained during the great dog 
park closure. Unfortunately, her ability to 
sniff things out is non-existent. She loves 
sniffing but is wholly incapable of applying 
that love. Her memory makes up for what 
her nose lacks, though. She can remember 
dozens upon dozens of spots where we 
have previously hidden her sniffing goal, 
and she will check every single location 
until she accidentally bumps into the new 
spot where we have hidden it. Lyn is a dog 

See Beagle on page 7

ABOVE: Lyn shows off her 
“prairie dog” pose from 
under the cover that was 
supposed to keep her hair 
off the sofa.

TOP: Lyn, the first time her 
guardians met her.
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A Bumpy Road Back
by Dana Meeker

Last year, when I wrote 
this letter, I thought 

that 2021 would be the 
year we all returned to 
normal. Who could have 
known that we would end 
2021 with more COVID 
cases, new challenges, 
and, really, no idea when 
we will return to normal?

Where We Are
SPCA NOVA has main-

tained COVID adoption 
protocols to reduce expo-
sure for our foster parents, 
volunteers, staff, and 
adopters. As you will read, 
we have continued to 
rescue animals in need. It 
is possible that beginning 
in January 2022, we will 
have regular dog adop-
tion dates again, but with 
precautions in place to 
be able to maintain social 
distancing for our most 
vulnerable participants. 
We are now waiting to see 
what the Omicron variant 
will bring.

Many feared that 
GivingTuesday would be 
a victim of compassion 
fatigue, but the reverse 
was true. GivingTuesday 
2021 inspired people 
around the world to 
give in record numbers. 
Our story on the facing 
page describes how 
SPCA NOVA’s wonderful 
supporters enabled us to 

exceed our fundraising 
goal. 

Where the Country Is
Undoubtedly, masking 

and vaccines will remain 
part of our national 
conversation for some 
time. And while the 
country has been divided 
on how to handle the 
pandemic, communities 
have still managed to unite 
to help their neighbors 
who continue to feel the 
emotional and economic 
effects of the pandemic by 
providing financial and 
in-kind support to non-
profits and food pantries. 
The pet food pantries at 
local rescues are being 
heavily used. I urge you to 
help them out if you are 
able. (Some use Amazon 
wish lists to publicize their 
needs.)

Challenges
Initially, there was 

concern that as people 
went back to work, they 
would start to return 
their “pandemic pets.” 
However, a recent 
National Geographic story 
described the challenges 
that shelters all over the 
country are facing, and a 
flood of returned animals 
is not at the top of the list.

Some shelters and 
rescues proactively set 
up programs to support 
adopters as they contem-

plated either a return to 
the office or a continued 
loss of income. They 
stocked pet food pantries 
and provided training 
for adopters to help their 
pets adjust to more time 
spent alone.

It turns out that supply 
chain issues and a national 
staffing shortage are bigger 
challenges, making it diffi-
cult for shelters to provide 
care for as many animals 
and delaying adoptions 
because animals cannot 
be neutered due to the 
shortage of veterinarians, 
veterinary technicians, 
and clinic staffers. 

Encouragement
Oddly, I found this 

National Geographic story 
comforting. I was heart-
ened to read that animal 
welfare’s most important 
asset, its people – 
adopters, volunteers, and 
staff – are staying strong 
and committed to getting 
animals into homes and 
keeping them with their 
families. I am gladdened 
by and grateful for all our 
people – every volunteer, 
donor, adopter, staff 
member, and advocate 
– for believing in SPCA 
NOVA and making it 
possible for us to continue 
to provide comfort, care, 
and homes for stray, sick, 
injured, abused, and 
abandoned animals.

President’s Letter

http://www.spcanova.org
http://www.spcanova.org/newsletters
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Raises Money to Help Animals

On Tuesday, 
November 30, SPCA 

NOVA joined individuals 
and other organizations 
around the world to 
celebrate generosity for 
GivingTuesday. We set a 
goal to raise $15,000 in 24 
hours, and we’re pleased 
to announce we exceeded 
this goal by raising $17,290 
to help rescue animals. 
We want to thank 
everyone who supported 
us in this campaign.

These funds help SPCA 
NOVA rescue cats and 
dogs that have no one 
else to save them. For 
this year’s GivingTuesday 
event, we highlighted a 
kitten who was thrown 
out of a moving vehicle 
and two dogs who were 
evacuated from Louisiana 
when Hurricane Ida came 
through.

Baby Princess
When Baby Princess 

was just three weeks 
old, someone witnessed 
her being thrown out of 
the window of a moving 
vehicle. Thankfully, that 
person stopped to pick 

her up and took her to a 
local shelter. 

Since she was so tiny at 
the time, it was hard to 
fully assess Baby Prin-
cess’ injuries. She didn’t 
appear to have any broken 
bones, but it was unclear 
if she had suffered any 
brain damage, especially 
since 3-week-old kittens 
are already very wobbly 
just learning to walk. It 
appeared that she may 
have tremors but only 
time would tell.

While recovering at 
the shelter, Baby Prin-
cess developed an upper 
respiratory infection. 
This can be especially 
serious for such a tiny 
kitten who doesn’t yet 
have a strong immune 
system and can’t even eat 
on her own. She needed 
to be bottle fed, a serious 
resource commitment for 
a community shelter.

Sadly, many rural 
shelters have limited 
resources to help the 
many lost, abandoned or 
abused cats that are in 
need of help, especially 
a tiny kitten too young 
to eat on her own and 
suffering from apparent 
head trauma. 

When we learned 
about Baby Princess, 
she was 4 months old. 
We were happy to help 
her, hearing of the early 
trauma she had endured. 
We weren’t prepared for 
what we found when she 
was transferred to us. 
At her age, she should 

have weighed close to 4 
lbs. Instead, she weighed 
only 2 lbs. and was skin 
and bones. She also had a 
horrible upper respiratory 
infection and diarrhea. 

But this girl also had 
a huge personality and, 
despite her condition, 
she was eating and full of 
energy. Baby Princess even 
showed us how much she 
loved climbing up on your 
shoulder to get close to 
your face and look around.

We took Baby Princess 
to the vet a day later and 
were surprised again to 
see that she had a danger-
ously high temperature 
of 106 degrees, that could 
have led to seizures if not 
treated right away. (A 
kitten’s normal tempera-
ture should be 100-101 
degrees.) She was imme-
diately hospitalized, given 
IV fluids, antibiotics, 
and other medications 
to bring down her fever, 
treat her upper respira-
tory infection and address 
her diarrhea.

After 24 hours at the 
vet, Baby Princess had 
made a quick turnaround. 
They got her fever under 
control, made sure she 
was able to eat and keep 
food down, and then was 
released to an experi-
enced foster parent. After 
one week of good food, 
medication, and TLC, she 
had gained a full pound. 

Six weeks later, she 
was still struggling but 
improving. She had 
gained another pound, 

bringing her up to 4 
pounds, but she had a 
hard time fully recov-
ering from her upper 
respiratory infection. She 
still needs more time to 
recover, but she’s making 
strides by the day.

Despite her struggles, 
she is quite the princess. 
This girl is so sassy and 
full of life and energy, 
which is probably why she 
survived against all odds.

Beanie, Maggie Mae
When natural disasters 

happen, it truly “takes a 
village” to get people and 
animals out of harm’s 
way. Even before Hurri-
cane Ida hit Louisiana on 
August 29, the Humane 
Society of Louisiana had 
already evacuated the 
animals in their shelter 
to a safe location. But 
that was just the begin-
ning of the journey those 
animals would make. 
Our rescue partner from 
southwestern Virginia 
drove to Mississippi to 
help and brought back 
some of the evacuated 
animals. Perhaps the 
saddest sight was seeing 
people with their pets in 
a gas station parking lot, 
asking strangers if they 
would take their pets, 
as they no longer had 
homes to go back to.

One of our partners 
reached out to us to help 
place some of the Loui-
siana dogs. We accepted 

See GivingTuesday on page 11

Baby Princess loves to jump on 
people’s shoulders to be close 
to their face.
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Against All Odds
How a Foster Family, Tiny Mom Cat Saved So Many Kittens
by Katie McHenry

Most people know 
that caring for a 

pair of tiny kittens can 
be challenging. Three or 
four kittens? Even more 
so. Now imagine caring 
for eight nursing-age 
kittens of varying ages 
and sizes, from four 
different litters, with a 
range of ailments, all 
nursing on a tiny mother 
cat able to nurse no more 
than six at a time. That’s 
exactly what Carolyn 

Elmore and her two 
daughters, Avery and 
Ashley, signed up for!

In May 2021, SPCA 
NOVA brought a tiny 
mother cat – Roxanne – 
and eight kittens (three of 
her own and five orphans) 
into our care from a rural 
Virginia shelter. We 
wouldn’t have been able 
to help them without the 
heroic efforts of Carolyn, 
Avery, and Ashley, who 
worked in shifts around 
the clock to supplement 
the milk the kittens were 
receiving from Roxanne 
and to administer a wide 
range of medications. 
Roxanne and the kittens 
arrived in the Elmore 

home shortly before 
Memorial Day weekend.

Kitten Whisperers
The Elmore family 

initially began 
fostering more than 
two years ago when 
Avery wanted to learn 
more about the topic 
for her Girl Scouts 
project. But their gift 
for fostering cats – 
kittens in particular 
– grew to the point 
where they became 
known as the “kitten 
whisperers,” which 
made them a logical 
choice to foster 
Roxanne and her “band 
of kittens.” The Elmores 

already had three 
cats of their own: 
Katniss, as well 
as two SPCA 
NOVA-adopted 
cats, Primrose and 
Orion (a special 
needs foster they 
adopted who has a 
rare neurological 
condition).

The Mom Cat
Not only was 

Roxanne natu-
rally a small cat, 
estimated to be 
one to two years 
of age, but she 
was also under-
weight at only 
5.5 pounds when 
she arrived at a 
shelter with her 

three kittens, only 
three weeks old. In 
addition to Roxanne’s 
own kittens, the 
shelter put five 
orphaned kittens (all 
found outdoors) from 
three other litters with 
Roxanne, including Lola 
and Fernando who were 
a week old and weighed 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Avery cuddles with 
Julio.

Carolyn lets Delilah snuggle into her 
shoulder.

Ashley also gets shoulder time with Delilah.
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only about 3 ounces 
each! Thus, Roxanne 
became the mother of 
eight kittens in total, all 
ranging from one to three 
weeks of age at the time.

With eight 
kittens of 
varying ages 
and tiny 
Roxanne 
with only six 
nipples to 
nurse them, 
Carolyn and 
her daughters 
took turns 
around the 
clock, supple-
menting 

Roxanne’s milk by 
syringe feeding all eight 
kittens with kitten milk 
purchased at a pet store to 
ensure they were receiving 
enough nutrition. They 

also weighed the kittens 
daily to ensure each kitten 
was adding grams to their 
weight each day. 

“She was trying her 
best,” Carolyn says, 
noting Roxanne was 
hardly larger than a 
kitten, herself. “She cared 
for them, she groomed 
them, she helped them 
potty… We worked on 
feeding Roxanne to help 
her gain weight and then 
supplementing her milk.”

This went on for weeks, 
with Carolyn, Avery, and 
Ashley setting alarms and 
taking shifts to feed the 
kittens at all hours of the 
day and night – usually 
every four to six hours. 
The family would often 
stay up late and wake up 
early to feed the kittens.

“It was like we had 
eight infants for a while 
and a mom who was 
exhausted – she was such 
a good mommy,” Carolyn 
says. (Although Roxanne 
certainly wasn’t the only 
mom who was exhausted!)

Carolyn says one of the 
most surprising things 
she learned by fostering 
Roxanne is how many 
nipples cats can have. 
They vary by cat, with 
some only having six 
while others have eight.

Another surprise down 
the line was when Lola 
turned out to be a boy! 
In addition to Lola, 
Maggie May turned out 
to be a boy as well. But 
as Carolyn says, “Gender 
didn’t matter – we were 
just trying to feed them.” 
Lola didn’t like being 
syringe fed and would 

only accept one milliliter 
every hour.

The Kittens
All eight kittens were 

friendly, in part because 
they had all been handled 
from an early age. But 
perhaps the friendliest 
was Delilah, who slept on 
Carolyn most of the time.

“She was my little 
barnacle,” Carolyn says. “I 
woke up in the morning 
unable to breathe!”

All of the kittens had 
various health issues 
that needed veterinary 
care and medications in 
addition to the round-
the-clock feedings. These 
issues included upper 
respiratory infections, 
conjunctivitis (some of 
the kittens had their eyes 
crusted shut), ear mites, 
ear infections – and one 
kitten (Jeremiah) had a 
mild case of swimmer’s 
syndrome, which caused 
his back legs/paws to 
splay outward. His foster 
family began physical 
therapy which strength-
ened the back legs until 
they corrected themselves. 

Additionally, Julio 
needed two dental 
surgeries from an oral 
surgeon to remove his 
lower canine baby teeth, 
then his adult canines at 
12 weeks and six months 
of age. Julio had a severe 
underbite, causing his 
lower canines to poke 
holes in the roof of his 
mouth and preventing 
his jaw from growing. 
The surgeries followed a 
trip to the cardiologist to 
evaluate a heart murmur, 

Roxanne and her band of kittens 
– all so tiny in the beginning.
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which thankfully turned 
out to be benign.

One of the two smallest 
kittens, Fernando, was 
struggling to survive, not 
eating well or gaining 
enough weight. He 
was transferred to a 
wonderful vet, the owner 
of Harmony Hill Animal 
Hospital in Sterling, Va., 
who agreed to provide 
round-the-clock medical 
care at no charge to 
SPCA NOVA. Sadly, he 
didn’t survive due to 
what the vet believed was 
a congenital condition 
affecting his liver.

The Elmore family 
was devastated to lose 
Fernando, but Carolyn 
says, “We didn’t have 
long to mourn because 
we still had seven kittens 
in need.”

Of the seven surviving 
kittens, the three oldest 
ones (Roxanne’s biological 
kittens) went to a separate 
foster home when they 
were five to six weeks old, 
leaving Roxanne with four 
adopted kittens who were 
younger, smaller and in 
need of more intensive 
care. These four kittens 
were eventually adopted 
in pairs.

Roxanne herself was 
adopted into a loving 
home – giving the 
exhausted mother cat “a 
chance to just be a cat,” 
says Carolyn. 

It took six months to 
get all surviving kittens 
and Roxanne healthy 
and adopted into the 
right homes that were a 
good match to suit their 
personalities and needs. 

“It was hard having 
them leave, but they’re all 
in great places,” Carolyn 
says.

Where Are They 
Now?

	● Julio and Alejandro 
were adopted as a pair.

	● Maggie May (who 
became Mick when he 
was discovered to be a 
boy) was adopted into 
a home with another 
rambunctious cat.

	● Delilah and Lola (who 
stayed Lola despite 
being a boy because 
we were so used to 
calling him Lola!) were 
adopted as a pair.

	● Jeremiah was paired 
with another kitten 
named PomPom.

	● Ophelia was adopted 
into a home with 
another calm cat.

	● Mom Roxanne was 
adopted into a home 
with another SPCA 
NOVA alumni cat.

These happy endings 
are thanks to the hard 
work and dedication 
of Carolyn, Avery, and 
Ashley, who juggled not 
only work and school but 
also round-the-clock feed-
ings, medication delivery, 

physical therapy and 
numerous trips back and 
forth to the vet. On behalf 
of Julio, Alejandro, Maggie 
May/Mick, Delilah, 
Lola, Jeremiah, Ophelia, 
Roxanne, and SPCA 
NOVA, we thank these 
women for helping this 
little family and proving 
that fostering saves lives.

So do the Elmores have 
any plans to foster over 
the holidays?

“We’re exhausted,” 
Carolyn says. “We’re 
taking a break – this is 
the first break we’ve had 
in over two years.”

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT: Lola and 
Delilah share a 
special friendship. 
They bonded when 
they were young 
and were adopted 
together.

Roxanne gets some 
much-needed 
alone time away 
from the demands 
of the kittens.

Alejandro (top) 
and Julio are more 
grown up, but this 
is still before Julio’s 
first surgery at 12 
weeks.

Ophelia cuddles 
with PomPom, 
a single kitten 
fostered with 
these kittens and 
adopted out with 
Jeremiah, who is 
sleeping nearby.

Maggie May, later 
named Mick, is 
the biggest of the 
kittens and loves 
to stretch out 
when he sleeps.
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version of an idiot savant. 
Her memory works over-
time to make up for her 
nose.

She’s a delight with 
other dogs and insists 
on spending some time 
socializing each week, 
often at the dog park. 
With a competitive streak 
a mile long, she adores 
playing tag and has 
figured out that she only 
needs to either out-speed 
or out-turn other dogs to 
win, pulling off maneu-
vers that would not be 
out of place in a Mad Max 
film. This has occasionally 
backfired, as when this 
24-lb dog attempted to 

shoulder check a bulldog 
several times her weight, 
leading to her rebounding 
much like a rubber ball 
on a brick wall. Teaching 
her to fetch was a much 

harder task, but 
after several 
months of training 
and many, many 
treats we have 
gotten her to the 
point where she 
will bring the ball 
back… if paid for 
her efforts.

Her playful 
nature shows in 
other places, such 
as the vet’s office 
where she has been 

officially 
diagnosed 
as a drama 
queen who 
is deathly 
afraid of 
the scale. 
(She 
doesn’t get treated for 
standing on it, the horror!) 
Or that her preferred way 
of greeting someone when 
they come home is to run 
at them full speed before 
doing donuts around 
them. This unfortunately 
comes hand-in-hand 
with a distressing amount 
of separation anxiety, 
but much of that is just 
because she loves people 

too much and wishes to 
cuddle all day when she’s 
not playing.

Lyn has a vibrant 
personality and is a 
delight to live with – 
from when we originally 
met her in May 2019 to 
now until hopefully long 
into the future. She is an 
ever-shining beacon of 
excitement, curiosity, and 
love.

Beagle from page 1

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Lyn is a vicious predator… 
with a ball.

And she’s a talented didgeridoo player!

But most of all, she’s a cuddle hound.

Lyn recovers after finding out that snow 
is wet.

Need Help Getting Your Pet Spayed or Neutered?

Spay Inc. provides low-cost spay/neuter referrals  
for dogs & cats in Northern Virginia

Easy to Apply & Everyone Qualifies!
Simply fill out a request form online  

or call and leave a voice mail message.

www.spay.org
(703) 522-7920

Want to help a homeless animal but can’t adopt one? 
Join our Guardian Angel Program for as little as $30. Your 
support will help provide for a cat or dog until he or she can 
be placed into a loving home. In return, you’ll get photos 
and updates on your chosen animal.

Apply Online: www.spcanova.org/ 
cats/cat-guardian-angels 

dogs/dog-guardian-angels

Guardian Angels Needed 
for Cats & Dogs

http://www.spay.org
http://www.spcanova.org
http://www.spcanova.org/cats/cat-guardian-angels
http://www.spcanova.org/dogs/dog-guardian-angels
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In Memory of

Donations  
made in 2021

	♥ “Angie” cat (2002 - 2021), 
SPCA alum, much loved 
for over 19 years

	~ Janice Seeger & Cliff Shaw
	~ Kathleen MacKinnon
	~ Dana Meeker

	♥ “Archie”
	~ Mary A Goodspeed

	♥ “Athena”
	~ Laura Farley

	♥ “Beauty,” “Coby,” “Lola,” & 
“Davin”

	~ Tim & Polly Terriberry
	♥ “Casey” Reagan

	~ James Overdahl & Janis 
Johnson

	♥ “Chester” Modesti
	~ James Overdahl & Janis 
Johnson

	♥ “Coco”
	~ Karla & Warren Raymond

	♥ “Daisy,” “Gracie,” & 
“Sabrina”

	~ Debra Berry
	♥ “Daisy” & “Sabrina” Berry

	~ Kathleen MacKinnon
	♥ “Dakota”

	~ Thea Hoeth
	♥ “Dakota” (Slinky)

	~ Dara Friedman-Wheeler
	♥ “Dakota,” with thanks to 

Kathleen
	~ Shelley Friedman

	♥ “Dexter” Blount
	~ Catherne McGlown

	♥ Dr. Shauna Waite, in 
loving memory of a 
most talented, caring & 
wonderful veterinarian

	~ Heather & Stephen 
Walrath

	♥ “Duke” Raybould
	~ Erin Bergmeister

	♥ “Izzy”
	~ Wendy & Tom Musco

	♥ “Jackson”
	~ Betsy Farren

	♥ “Jake” & “Nicky” 
Richardson

	~ Alice Jarrell
	♥ “Joey” & “Padre”

	~ Thomas Berg
	♥ “Josie,” our SPCA dog

	~ John & Nancy Handy
	♥ “KC Keebler,” adopted 

from SPCA Northern VA
	~ Cynthia & Terry Miles

	♥ “Lila” Longley
	~ Rochelle Itoh

	♥ “Lucas Henry Small,” on 
his birthday

	~ Matthew Bender
	♥ “Malloy”

	~ Kathleen MacKinnon
	~ Dana Meeker

	♥ “Mefi” Bartlett-Schnibbe
	~ Betsy Farren

	♥ “Mega”
	~ Victoria Shaughnessy

	♥ “Megoye”
	~ Alex Prilutsky

	♥ “Murphy”
	~ James Overdahl & Janis 
Johnson

	♥ “Pi”
	~ Stephanie Short

	♥ “Pinot”
	~ Samantha Bodley

	♥ “Pudge,” my sweet cat
	~ Denise Kallio

	♥ “Rascal,” beloved 
Wheaten Terrier

	~ Lydia & Bill Englehardt
	♥ “Rocky”

	~ Gillian McCallion
	♥ “Sadie” Currin

	~ Lea Bauman
	♥ “Speedy” & “Powder” 

MacKinnon
	~ Debra Berry

	♥ “Starla” Soto
	~ Kathleen MacKinnon

	♥ “Tony Atlas” McHenry
	~ Teresa Arnold
	~ Kathleen MacKinnon
	~ Dana Meeker

	♥ “Trouble,” adopted from 
SPCA NOVA

	~ Erica & Robert Luke
	♥ “Twix”

	~ Heather & Stephen 
Walrath

	♥ “Waldo” (aka Avalanche), 
whom we adopted from 
SPCA NOVA in 2012

	~ Nicole & Joe Hutcheson
	♥ “Zayn,” a very good dog 

	~ Drew Masada
	♥ Alice Faye Lewis

	~ Daniel Litts
	♥ Carl “Sonny” Runion

	~ City of Manassas Park 
Department of Public 
Works colleagues

	♥ Carol Watkins
	~ Mary Ellen Elmore

	♥ Edith von Stuemer
	~ Claire Jacobsen

	♥ Gary Alexander Colletti
	~ Christopher Janson

	♥ Gracie
	~ Sierra Salman

	♥ Heidi & Toby, we miss you
	~ Stephen Chan

	♥ Jamie Renninger
	~ Sherry Brennan

	♥ Katherine Rosenshein
	~ Elaine Braccio

	♥ Louise Scale
	~ Susan L Gulbranson

	♥ Maggie Cohen
	~ Lynn Sorrentino

	♥ Maria Antonia Cabrera
	~ Tami Palacky

	♥ Martha Hansen
	~ Sally McShea

	♥ Millie O’Brien
	~ Adam Bergan

	♥ Mom, in loving memory 
of my favorite cat lover

	~ Deborah Miles
	♥ Patricia Bell

	~ Danny & Brenda Lopez 
 

	♥ Rebecca “Becky” Susan 
Simpson from CEB

	~ Timothy Evans
	♥ Rudy Scott

	~ Jimmy Hascup
	♥ Sammy

	~ Diane Laaksonen

Donations in 2020 
(after Nov. 23)

	♥ “Aprila,” “Butterscotch” & 
“Topaz,” our beloved cats

	~ Petra & Douglas 
Raymond

	♥ “Beauty” & “Davin” 
Terriberry

	~ Marian & Bob Bayles
	♥ “Bebe”

	~ Scott & Cindy Lee
	♥ “Blakie”

	~ Sylvia Spengler
	♥ “Casey”

	~ Jay Kloosterboer & 
Barbara Zicari

	♥ “Cooper”
	~ Patricia Lancaster

	♥ “Della”
	~ Jennifer Elliott

	♥ “Favabean”
	~ Diane Laaksonen

	♥ “Harry”
	~ Melissa Thomas

	♥ “Henry” Till, much loved 
lucky dog

	~ Dana Meeker
	♥ “KC Keebler,” adopted 

from SPCA Northern VA
	~ Cynthia & Terry Miles

	♥ “Malloy” Meeker
	~ Penny Vaughn

	♥ “Max,” “Mootza,” “Pizza,” 
“Doozer,” “Gracie,” & 
“Malloy”

	~ Dana Meeker
	♥ “Midnight”

	~ James & Karen Kinder
	♥ “Oreo”

	~ Elizabeth Ebel-Nuwayser

Gifts in Remembrance
SPCA NOVA welcomes donations made in memory or honor of someone special in your life. Please include the 

name and address of the person you would like notified of your donation, along with the name of the person or pet 
being remembered or honored.
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In Honor of

Donations  
made in 2021

	♥ “Amber”
	~ Mary A Goodspeed

	♥ “Bonnie”
	~ Janice Seeger & Cliff Shaw

	♥ “Cassie”
	~ Roberta Thomas

	♥ “Daphne,” “Izzy’s” sister
	~ Wendy & Tom Musco

	♥ “Lyn” (aka Jamie Sue), in 
honor of her second year 
adoption anniversary!

	~ Kevin & Ryan Starr
	♥ “Mango” & “Dash”

	~ Angel & David Fischer
	♥ “Mason” & “Katherine,” 

SPCA NOVA alums, best 
cats in the world

	~ Lori Roth
	♥ “Max” & “Roxi”

	~ Arman Ravery
	♥ “Molly”

	~ Heather & Stephen 
Walrath

	♥ “Sammy”
	~ Bonaventure Property 
Management

	♥ “Tiramisu”
	~ Lisa A Pfeiffer 
 

	♥ Addie, my daughter 
(age 6), who donated the 
money she raised through 
a neighborhood bake sale

	~ Kristina Celentano
	♥ All our great SPCA 

Volunteers
	~ Dana Meeker

	♥ Andrew & Emilie’s wedding
	~ Dana Meeker

	♥ Barbara E. Brown
	~ Liliana Ramirez

	♥ Bob, Marian & Miley Lay
	~ Tim & Polly Terriberry

	♥ Charles L. Gholz
	~ Eugene Gholz

	♥ Chris Yau
	~ Paul Kim

	♥ Cindy Atsatt Kealey
	~ Michelle Cates

	♥ Cindy Liggett, for saving 
so many cats & dogs

	~ Marjorie Carter
	♥ Evangeline Sullivan

	~ Michael Sullivan
	♥ Geoff & Caitlin Livingston

	~ Pamela Waber 
 
 
 
 
 

	♥ Christine Ryan & Pat 
Kelly, in celebration of 
their marriage

	~ Matt Bachmann
	~ Nancy Fogwell
	~ Lan Riggin
	~ Elizabeth Ross
	~ Michelle Scott
	~ Daniella Apfel

	♥ J.T. Bock
	~ Chris Prochaska

	♥ Janice Mengel
	~ Steve Haff

	♥ Jubilee, with thanks for 
my girl

	~ Margaret Wiegenstein 
	♥ Judy Zoll, on her birthday

	~ Margery Mazoh
	♥ Lauren Gaffney Atkins

	~ Aaron DeLashmutt
	♥ Michelle Nolan

	~ Natalie Bray
	♥ Nancy & Cyndy, With love 

for rescuing & caring for 
our kitties Gomez & Pedro 
before their forever home

	~ Russ & Vicki Topping
	♥ Neil Ohlhausen

	~ LSN Partners
	♥ Payson

	~ Theresa Varner
	♥ Ronnie & Melissa

	~ Christina & Clifton Fisher

	♥ Tara (aka Rosa) Fye
	~ James & Renee Fye

	♥ Tim, Diane & Fur Babies
	~ Tim & Polly Terriberry

Donations in 2020 
(after Nov. 23)

	♥ “Baxter’s” 11th birthday 
(SPCA Alumnus)

	~ Elizabeth Bartky
	♥ “Cindi” (Cinnamon), 

adopted from SPCA 
NOVA in 2010

	~ Kitty & Tad McCall
	♥ “Harold Hill” Haeder, 

adopted from SPCA NOVA
	~ Valerie & Constance 
Haeder

	♥ “Jenny” & “Lucy,” my 
two SPCA NOVA/Ragged 
Mountain Rescue babies 
that bring me joy every 
day!

	~ Janet S Petri & David 
Jacobi

	♥ “Kelsey,” adopted in 2010
	~ Paula Slan

	♥ “Mango” & “Dash”
	~ Angel & David Fischer

	♥ “Murphy” the cat
	~ Clinton M Stauffer 

	♥ “Sabrina” Berry
	~ Dana Meeker

	♥ “Sadie” & “Bob,” our 
awesome rescue pups

	~ Beth & Paul Schomber
	♥ “Sadie,” our love-y cat, 

	~ Sara & Jeff Chandler
	♥ “Sasta” Donaghay

	~ Caroline Elliot
	♥ “Sparky,” “Chrissy,” 

“Christina,” “Gwendolyn,” 
& “Fluffy,” my cats!

	~ Sally Silberman
	♥ “Tartufi,” SPCA NOVA 

alumnus
	~ Domenick & Pearl 
DiPasquale

	♥ “Toby” & “Heidi,” we miss 
you

	~ Stephen Chan

	♥ “Tommy”
	~ Donald Hartung & Carol 
Vernon

	♥ “Tortellini,” “Farfalle,” 
“Beauty,” “Coby,” “Lola,” & 
“Davin”

	~ Tim & Polly Terriberry
	♥ “Willie Nelson” Keltner-

Stella
	~ Susan Keltner & Jonathan 
Stell

	♥ “Zorro”, in loving memory 
of SPCA NOVA cat 
extraordinaire

	~ Katharine Norris
	♥ Archie, Eli, & Wren

	~ Donna ONeill
	♥ Barbara Cohen

	~ Lora & Kevin O’Brien 

	♥ Cash
	~ Jerome Ducrest

	♥ Cashmere
	~ David Kay

	♥ Cassandra Fisher
	~ Marjorie Fisher

	♥ Dana Tucker
	~ Patrick O’Donnell

	♥ Edith & Wally
	~ Linda Jeffers

	♥ Fargo
	~ Andrew Semmel

	♥ JT & Turbo
	~ Russ & Vicki Topping

	♥ Kathleen Mooney
	~ Priscilla Ennis

	♥ Lesley Frome
	~ Andrea Frome 

	♥ Mindy Multog
	~ Dana Meeker
	~ Penny Vaughn

	♥ Mom, in loving memory
	~ Deborah Miles

	♥ Nancy Herndon & Kerry 
Abernethy

	~ Margaret Wiegenstein
	♥ Robert Harnesberger

	~ Deborah Outlaw
	♥ Ruby, in loving memory

	~ Sarah Chauncey
	♥ Spike, my beloved 

companion
	~ James Roelofs

	♥ Tungi Tungi, Putol & Puti
	~ Paul Wiseman
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank 
You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Special Thanks
THANK YOU TO the following corpora-
tions and their employees for their Employee 
Giving and Matching Gifts Programs:
•	 IBM

THANK YOU TO all of our supporters who 
contribute through workplace giving under:
•	 America’s Charities
•	 Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) 
•	 Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign (CVC) 
•	 Global Impact
•	 Local United Way campaigns
•	 YourCause

THANKS TO CHERYL Rounds and 
McLean Quilters Unlimited for making and 
donating their homemade cat beds.

TAIL WAGS TO animal lover Addie Celen-
tano (Age 6) who held a neighborhood bake sale 
and donated the money raised to the SPCA of 
Northern Virginia.

A “BARK OUT” to 4th graders Hannah and 
Maggie who slaked the thirst of their neighbors 
with a lemonade stand to raise money for the 
animals of the SPCA of Northern Virginia.

WE ARE GRATEFUL for the following 
bequests: 
•	 The Gail Davidson and Barbara Stewart Trust
•	 Marilyn Bernard Trust	
•	 Paul Mahoney Bledsoe Trust

	♥ “Oliver”
	~ Bianca Spinosa

	♥ “Sierra”
	~ Manuela Moeller

	♥ “Woody,” my sweet 
SPCA hound

	~ Jill Welsh
	♥ Amy & Adam 

Weissbarth
	~ Alyssa Harry

	♥ Christopher Johnson
	~ Shawn Johnson

	♥ Combay
	~ Steven McGunegle

	♥ Donna Lally
	~ Matthew Keener

	♥ Eileen Hanrahan
	~ Joanne Hanrahan

	♥ Amanda Beich, my 
daughter, Give a Cat a 
Home

	~ Michele Beich
	♥ George & Mary 

Niebuhr
	~ Martin Breen

	♥ Golby Jalali
	~ Tierra Butler

	♥ Janice Mengel
	~ Steve Haff

	♥ Jeanne & Skip 
McCarroll

	~ Catherine Lester
	♥ Jim & Pam 

Wentworth, Merry 
Christmas

	~ Daniel Wentworth
	♥ Joan Hughes, who 

brought Ginger & 
Buffy into our lives

	~ Toni Burger
	♥ Linda Wang

	~ Elissa Trieu
	♥ Fitz Shipp & Erin 

Allen
	~ George Shipp

	♥ Sharon Kaps, from 
OPIA Management, 
for winning the 
USPTO OPIA holiday 
decorating contest

	~ Karin Ferriter
	~ Mary Critharis

	♥ Susan Cappitelli
	~ Christopher 
Neumann

	♥ Tara Edmonds
	~ Pamela Taylor

	♥ Todd & Elina Driscoll
	~ Alyssa Harry

	♥ Velvet Moroney
	~ James Moroney

In Honor of

THIS PAST SPRING, the 6th 
grade home room class at the Langley 
School collected dog and cat supplies for 
their service project. They presented the 
SPCA of Northern Virginia with a large 
box of toys, snacks, food, bowls, and 
leashes, resulting in many, many happy 
dogs and cats.

Dog  
Adoptions

Cat  
& Kitten 
Adoptions

Adoption fairs are still suspended, but we hope to resume Dog Fairs soon.

Dog & Cat Adoptions Are Still Taking Place By Appointment 

For revised adoption procedcures, visit:

www.spcanova.org/ 
adoptable-dogs

www.spcanova.org/ 
adoptable-cats

http://www.spcanova.org/adoptable-dogs
http://www.spcanova.org/adoptable-dogs
http://www.spcanova.org/adoptable-cats 
http://www.spcanova.org/adoptable-cats 
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Give a Homeless Animal

A Second Chance
YES!
I want to help 
rescue animals 
in Northern 
Virginia.

Your tax-deductible 
donation to SPCA of 
Northern Virginia 
makes it possible for 
us to rescue animals 
in need, provide 
them with shelter 
and nutritious 
food, medical 
care, training, and 
nurturing care, 
all in preparation 
for adoptions into 
homes of their own. 
Thank you for being 
a force for animal 
welfare with your 
generosity!

Name:�����������������������������������������������������

Address:���������������������������������������������������

City, State, Zip:���������������������������������������������

E-mail:� ���������������������������������������������������

Sign me up for your:	 q e-Newsletter	 q Print Newsletter

Make checks payable to SPCA of Northern Virginia and mail to: 
SPCA of Northern Virginia, P.O. Box 100220, Arlington, VA 22210

If your company participates with 
the United Way or the Combined 
Federal Campaign (CFC), 
designate donation to “Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals of Northern Virginia.”

If your company participates with the America’s Charities Campaign, 
you can donate to the SPCA of Northern Virginia, #19137.

Donation Amount:

q $25	 q $50	 q $75

q $100	 q $250	 q $500

q Other: $_____________

Memorial Gifts:

q	 In Memory of:

������������������������������

q	 In Honor of:

������������������������������

q	 Please send me information on 
how to leave a bequest to SPCA 
NOVA.

Donate online:
www. 

spcanova.org

The SPCA of Northern Virginia is an IRS-registered 501(c)(3) charity, EIN 54-1627788, listed under the name Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals of Northern Virginia.

Beanie, a 2-year-old 
beagle, and Maggie Mae, 
an 11-year-old miniature 
pinscher mix.

Once we saw Beanie and 
Maggie Mae, it became 
clear to us that they had 
had only very basic vet 
care, if any, while in the 
shelter. As quickly as we 
could, we got them in to 
see our favorite vet.

Unfortunately, heart-
worm infections are pretty 
common in dogs from 
the deep South, so we 
were not surprised when 
Beanie tested positive. 
The poor little guy was 
immediately put on a low 
exercise regime – leash 

walks only and no play 
groups for him until he is 
heartworm negative. He is 
in a foster-to-adopt home 
now and has received his 
first heartworm treat-
ment, which he came 
through with no ill effects. 
A month later, he will 
receive the last two treat-
ments and then we wait 
for a retest to show if the 
heartworms are gone.

Meanwhile, the vet 
confirmed Maggie Mae’s 
advanced years. She was 
coughing a bit so the vet 
x-rayed her chest. Her 
heart is a little enlarged 
and she has a slight heart 
murmur. Maggie Mae 

probably never received 
any treatment for her 
heart condition before. 
She is now on a couple of 
medications so her heart 
doesn’t have to work so 
hard. Soon after, she had 
stopped coughing and 
was energetic and happy.

How Can You Help?
We hope that Baby 

Princess’ story inspires 
you. She would not be 
alive today if a good 
Samaritan had not 

stopped their car and 
rescued her. If you see 
abuse, please help.

And we hope that you 
are inspired in a different 
way by Beanie and Maggie 
Mae’s stories. We have 
seen too many disasters, 
like wildfires and hurri-
canes, where there was 
no time to plan. So now 
is the time to make your 
disaster preparedness 
plan and make sure that 
you have taken your pets 
into account. 

GivingTuesday from page 3
Maggie Mae (far 
left) and Beanie 
(near left) are 
doing well after 
being evacuated 
out of the path of 
Hurricane Ida.

http://www.spcanova.org
http://www.spcanova.org


Cats, Dogs Helped 
through Generosity
GivingTuesday event raises 
$17,000+ to rescue animals

page 3

Family Saves Cat 
with Eight Kittens
Mom, daughters take in 

mom cat with mixed litters

page 4
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Dog with Murky 
Past Finds a Home

Sweet tribute written by the 
guardians who adopted him
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