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‘Weigh’ to Go, Chico!
 by Joan Hughes

How much do you weigh? Could 
you lose nearly half of that weight 

without jeopardizing your health? 
A Chihuahua did, and it was almost 
disastrous.

 A family spotted little Chico when 
they attended a daughter’s soccer 
game in Alexandria during the sum-
mer. He was tied to a railing, but 
there was no food or water nearby 
and no protection from the sun. The 
parents and their 12- and 6-year-old 

daughters petted 
him while waiting 
to see if his owner 
would show up. 
Time passed and 
nobody did. He 
was skin and bones 
and they were 
tempted to take 
him, but there were 
license and rabies 
tags on his collar, 
so that didn’t seem 
like a good option. 
As they prepared to 
leave, a car pulled 
up. A woman got out, 

untied the leash, picked Chico up, got back 
into the car with him, and drove away. But 

not before the mother took down the 
license plate number.

 She contacted several animal rescue 
groups in an effort to locate the woman 

who had taken the dog, but was unable 

to find any assistance until she got to the 
SPCA of Northern Virginia. That’s when 
Edith Von Stuemer, an experienced humane 
investigator, stepped in. A dedicated 
volunteer, she takes on the roles of animal 
warden, diplomat, and detective.

 And so began what turned out to be 
weeks of frustrating phone calls, false infor-
mation, hours of legwork, wrong addresses, 
and the discovery that the license plate 
number the mother recorded was not that 
of the little dog’s owner. But the loose ends 
were finally tied together and Edith located 
the owner’s apartment. It turned out that 
she couldn’t afford to care for Chico, and 
she agreed to release him to the SPCA.

 Chico’s next stop: Town and Country 
Animal Hospital where our 3-pound pack-
age of skin and bones had to have a number 
of teeth extracted. We humans can sym-
pathize, can’t we? Painful teeth can make 
eating uncomfortable, and in Chico’s case, 
almost impossible. Small wonder that 
he was so emaciated. He remained at the 
animal hospital for several weeks to be fat-
tened up and have his health monitored.

 When he made his first appearance at 
an SPCA adoption day, the family who had 
seen him in Alexandria was there to apply 
to adopt him. They brought Brouser, their 
4-year-old miniature dachshund, a family 
member since his puppyhood. Canine sniffs 
were exchanged, and Brouser declared 
Chico acceptable.

 An SPCA representative visits the home 
of a prospective adopter before the place-

See Chico on page 11
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The SPCA of Northern Virginia 
is a volunteer-based, non-
profit rescue organization. 
We rely solely on membership 
dues, donations and various 
fundraising activities for 
revenue. Our voluntary Board 
of Directors, committee 
members, and volunteers 
are responsible for all SPCA 
activities. We do not have a 
shelter facility and depend 
on foster parents to care 
for domestic animals until 
adoption.

Paws & Effect is published by 
the SPCA of Northern Virginia. 
Permission must be granted for 
article reprints. If you would 
like to be added to our mailing 
list, please visit our website 
at www.spcanova.org and 
complete the subscription form 
located on our “About Us” page.

Paws & Effect2

A Year of Gratitude
 by Dana Meeker

At SPCA NoVa, we 
think pet guard-

ianship and rescue have 
a beneficial effect on 
families and communi-
ties, and we’d like to be 
an engine for that good 
effect. After reading our 
renamed and 

redesigned newslet-
ter, I hope you will be 
moved to make a gener-
ous year-end donation 
(form on page 11) to sup-
port the work yet to come 
in 2014.

If you’d like to give a 
more personal gift to 
our volunteers, send us 
an email or letter with 
pictures and tell us about 
the animal you adopted 
from us. Tell us what 
he or she has meant 
to you – or even tell us 
about some silly trait he 
or she has. That’s why 
we do this crazy thing 

called animal rescue day 
in and day out – to see 
our rescues healthy and 
growing old in homes 
where they are loved. 
We’ll highlight adop-
tion stories during the 
year on our website, our 
Facebook page, or in our 
print or electronic news-

letters. 
I know I 

don’t say 
“thank you” 
often enough 
for the sac-
rifice, hard 
work, and 
personal 
investment 
of the many 
wonderful 
people who 
keep SPCA 

NoVa running. So I’m 
sending out a big “Thank 
You” now to Kathleen and 
Barbara, our cat and dog 
committee chairs who 
put in hours and hours 
every week; to Hillary 
and Karen who have done 
wonders setting up 
adoptions for us in Lou-
doun County; to Lisa 
for the care and struc-
ture she gives to our 
dogs at Ragged Moun-
tain Dogs kennel; to 
Mary for our website; 
to Wendy and Jane 
for the Guardian 
Angel program; 
to Barbara D. for 

organizing volunteers on 
the dog-search front; to 
our volunteer coordina-
tors; to our dog wranglers, 
foster families, and phone 
handlers; and to every-
one who responded to 
an emergency appeal for 
help.

I also want to thank 
you, our tremendous 
members and support-
ers, who donate supplies, 
locations, and money 
to keep the organiza-
tion running. You spread 
the good word about 
our work and Like us on 
Facebook. You bring your 
dogs to meet us at the 
dog wash (photo below 
and story on page 4), and 
you sip wine at our wine 
tasting (along with me 
in the photo at left; story 
on page 5). We could not 
exist without the devo-
tion of so many people 
to the cause of animal 
welfare and the belief 
that animals enrich our 
lives and deserve our care 
and stewardship.
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2013 Successes Pave Way  
for New Initiatives

 by Katie McHenry

This holiday season, 
the SPCA of North-

ern Virginia is giving 
thanks to supporters like 
you who have made 2013 
another successful year – 
the cats and dogs in our 
care wouldn’t be able to 
find their forever homes 
without your donations, 
volunteer hours, and 
willingness to spread the 
word about our organiza-
tion. We’re also excited 
to share what we have in 
store for 2014!

Year in Review
So far in 2013, we are 

proud to have placed 115 
cats and 37 dogs in their 
forever homes (with more 
adoptions being finalized 
every day), and nearly 100 
cats and dogs remain in 
our care. We helped secure 
special veterinary services 
for dozens of severely 
injured cats and dogs in 
our care. These services 
ranged from surgeries to 
physical therapy to assess-
ments by cardiologists 
and ophthalmologists. 
We have responded to 
hundreds of phone calls 
and emails from people 
seeking advice and refer-
rals regarding behavioral 
issues with their pets, 
lost cats and dogs, and 
financial assistance for 
veterinary care.

Additionally, we have 
referred more than 1,600 
animals for reduced- and 
low-cost spay and neuter 
services via Spay Inc., one 
of SPCA NoVa’s pro-
grams for which everyone 
qualifies, regardless of 
residency or income. This 
year, we also worked with 
shelters in Washington, 
D.C.; Fairfax, Loudoun, 
Page, and Shenandoah 
counties; and numerous 
other rescue groups.

To stay better connected 
with our supporters, we 
increased our digital 
outreach efforts. This fall 
we launched an electronic 
newsletter and started 
naming “Foster Parents of 
the Month” on our Face-
book page to show case 
the volunteers who open 
their hearts and homes 
to animals in need until 
they can find their forever 
homes.

Meanwhile, because 
playing hard is essential to 
working hard, we’ve had 
a blast raising money via 
numerous events hosted 
in 2013. These ranged 
from a wine tasting in 
April (see story on page 
5) to our annual dog wash 
in August (see story on 
page 4) to the “Cause an 
Effect” fundraiser at the 
Chipotle in Merrifield 
Town Center. These events 
are valuable not only for 
raising money, but also for 

getting to know 
our volunteers and 
supporters. If you didn’t 
have a chance to attend 
any of 2013’s events, don’t 
worry, there are more in 
store in the new year.

Plans for 2014
 Looking ahead to 2014, 

the SPCA is working to 
find a central location 
that can house a cattery. 
For now, all rescued cats 
are fostered individually, 
in pairs, or in litters at 
volunteers’ homes.

As we continue to 
increase our digital 
outreach, the best way to 
stay connected to SPCA 
NoVa is to sign up for our 
quarterly e-newsletter at 
www.bit.ly/spcanova and 
“Like” us on Facebook, 
where we will be posting 
adoption notices, rescue 
stories, upcoming events 
and/or companion ani-
mal advice.

We are also looking for 
ways to strengthen our 

existing part-
nerships with 
local rescue groups and 
shelters in our community, 
and we continue to look 
for new ways to involve 
volunteers and promote 
adoptions. If you’re inter-
ested in joining our family 
of volunteers, please call 
us at 703-799-9390 or 
email us at volunteers@
spcanova.org.

 From everyone at SPCA 
NoVa, thank you for your 
support in 2013! Happy 
holidays to you and your 
loved ones – two- and 
four-legged alike – and we 
look forward to being in 
touch in 2014.

2013
by the 

numbers
115

cats  
adopted

37
dogs  

adopted
1600+

animals 
referred to 
Spay Inc.

Need Help Getting Your Pet Spayed or Neutered?

Spay Inc. provides low-cost spay/neuter referrals  
for dogs & cats in Northern Virginia

Easy to Apply & Everyone Qualifies!
Simply fill out a request form online  

or call Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

www.spay.org
(703) 522-7920
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Pooches Get Pampered at Annual Dog Wash
 by Lyda Gould

SPCA of Northern Vir-
ginia held our annual 

Dog Wash fundraiser on 
August 24 at the Weber’s 
Pet Supermarket in Fair-
fax, Va. This marked 

the 15th year in a row that 
we’ve held this event!

The dog wash is 
a great chance for 
pooches to come get 
their nails trimmed, 
ears cleaned, and coats 

washed, and it is always 
a special treat to see our 
alumni come for a visit 
and a wash. This year, we 
saw seven SPCA alumni, 
plus two alumni of Lisa 
Reid’s Ragged Moun-
tain Dogs! Lisa oversees 
the day-to-day care of 
our dogs alongside her 
own group of shelter 
dogs through her facil-
ity. What a triumph to 
see these dogs, happy, 
healthy, and smelling 
good in their forever 
homes. We were able to 
raise just over $850, and 
Weber’s also donated the 

proceeds from the 

use of their self-serve dog 
wash for another $540.

All of our customers – 
alumni and non-alumni, 
large and small – came 
out looking like a mil-
lion bucks, but we can’t 
say the same about our 
volunteer staff who, 
ironically, needed their 
own wash afterwards. 
Everyone had a great 
time on this hot sum-
mer day since getting wet 
is the best way to keep 
things cool. As we enter 
the cooler months, we 
hope you stay warm and 
remember to brush and 
groom your dogs regu-
larly until we see you next 

year!



Winter 2013 5

Supporters Eat, Drink, Make Merry
 by Lyda Gould

The ever-
beautiful 

landscape 
of the His-
toric Blenheim 
Mansion in Fairfax 
City was the backdrop 
for our April 13 Tickle 
Your Whiskers Wine 
Tasting fundraiser. 
The event came 
about when 
one of our very 
generous donors, Patty 
Cake, offered the venue 
for an SPCA NoVa event 
after she won the rental 
at another charity fun-
draiser in Fairfax City. 
It was quite the family 
affair, with Patty’s sister, 
Gina Lynch, organizing 
the entire event and her 
brothers, David and Joe 

Lynch, serving as 
wine stewards.

A light buffet 
of Mediterra-
nean fare was 

served, along-
side cheese and 

wine tastings, while 
guests enjoyed music 
from a trio of strings. 
Many in attendance 

received wine tips 
from David and 
Joe as they culti-

vated their palettes 
a little more with advice on 
the art of selecting and 
drinking good wine. 
The weather was on its 
best behavior, and many 
took advantage of the 
opportunity to sit outside 
and enjoy the flowering 
trees and spring air.

Later in the evening, a 
silent auction was held to 

raise additional funds for 
our beloved SPCA ani-
mals. A fantastic variety 
of items were available in 
the auction, including a 
book personally signed by 
two-time Pulitzer Prize-
winning Washington Post 
columnist Gene Weingar-
ten, which by far attracted 
the most competitive bid-
ding. Overall, the night 
was a great success, 
bringing in $10,000 for 
SPCA NoVa!

We send a special 
thank you to Patty, Gina, 
David, and Joe for donat-
ing such a wonderful 
venue, sharing their time 
and expertise, and pro-
viding invaluable support 
to SPCA NoVa. We hope 
to offer a similar fund-
raiser again soon, so keep 
your eyes out for another 
opportunity to eat, drink, 

and be merry!

Tickle Your 
Whiskers

Wine Tasting
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Weber’s Pet 
Supermarket

11021 Lee Hwy 
Fairfax, VA 22030

703-385-3766

Saturdays 
12:30 to 3 p.m.

January  
11 & 25 

February  
8 & 22 

March  
8 & 22 

April  
12 & 26 

May  
10 & 24 

June  
14 & 28 

July  
12 & 28

August  
9 & 23

Schedule is subject 
to change, so please 

check our website 
for updates.

Include Pets in Contingency Planning
 by Kelly Johnston

In early November, 
rescue and relief teams 

combed the streets of the 
Philippines looking to 
help tens of thousands 
of animals affected by 
Typhoon Haiyan. Less 
than two weeks later, 
Illinois rescuers were 
working to reunite 
people with their pets 
in the wake of devastat-
ing tornadoes. Closer 
to home, this October 
marked the anniversary 
of Superstorm Sandy’s 
landfall on the Eastern 
Seaboard, killing more 
than 250 people and 
uprooting thousands of 
people and pets.

While the Atlantic 

hurricane season (June 
1 to November 30) was 
much quieter and far 
less deadly this year, we 
are now heading into 
the cold winter months, 
and northern Virginia 
has also been known 
to experience debilitat-

ing snowstorms with 
power outages. While it 
is always a good idea to 
review (or create) disaster 
plans for your household, 
it is critically important 
that your disaster plans 
include contingencies for 
providing for your pets.

For our full article on 
disaster preparedness for 
households with pets, visit 
SPCA NoVa’s website at 
www.spcanova.org/news. 
In the meantime, review 
our checklist of what you 
can do before disaster 
strikes to make sure your 
pets are protected.

Don’t put it off! Create 
your disaster contingency 
plan for your pets today.

Disaster Preparedness Checklist

 ❏ Make a pet emergency kit.

 ❏ Microchip your pets.

 ❏ Keep your pets collared with ID tags.

 ❏ Place a pet sticker on your door/windows.

 ❏ Coordinate with neighbors on plans to save your 
pets.

 ❏ Keep a resource list that includes surrounding 
hotels/boarding facilities that allow pets.

2014  
Dog Adoption 

fairs

Investigating reports of cruelty, abuse, neglect, 
and abandonment is one of our most important 
functions. If you see (or suspect) animal abuse or 
neglect, please call us.* All information is kept 
confidential and will never be released.

SPCA NoVa Humane Investigation Services 
(703)799-9390, Ext. 1

* Our court appointed humane investigator is only certified in 
Fairfax County but will be glad to assist with guidance and advice 
for other areas as well.

Report  
Animal  
Cruelty!

Want to help a homeless animal but can’t adopt one? 
Join our Guardian Angel Program for as little as $30 
for three months. Your support will help provide for a 
cat or dog until he or she can be placed into a loving 
home. In return, you’ll get photos and updates on 
your chosen animal.

Apply online: 
www.spcanova.org/help/ga.php

Guardian Angels 
Needed 

for Cats & Dogs
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Community Partnerships fix a Squeak, 
Save Many Lives

 by Hillary Haag

The partnerships we 
have with local shel-

ters, veterinary offices 
and pet supply stores 
(where we host adoption 
events) allowed SPCA 
NoVa to rescue, care for, 
and adopt out more than 
100 kittens during the 
2013 kitten season. They 
also allow us to remain an 
active group in the com-
munity, which means 
we are often contacted 
for difficult cases by our 
partners because we have 
a strong reputation for 
success and the ability to 
solicit donations to cover 
the cost of such cases. 
Soliciting donations is 
something that our shel-
ter and veterinary offices 
are not able to do, and we 
are very fortunate to have 
a community that con-
tinually supports us.

One recent example 
of our partnering net-
work success involves 
an 8-week-old female 
kitten named Squeak. 

While in foster care 
with a local partner 
shelter, she broke 
her back leg in an 
accident. According 
to her shelter foster 
mom, Squeak was 
always a tomboy and 
very adventurous, so it 
wasn’t a surprise when her 
back leg became trapped 
between two bookshelves. 
She jumped to escape, but 
unfortunately this didn’t 
give Squeak the results 
she hoped for, and instead 
resulted in a compound 
fracture of her tibia. 

SPCA NoVa saw this 
kitten in the partner vet 
office and, after hearing 
about the extent of her 
injury, reached out to the 
local shelter. Without the 
funds to properly mend 
her, Squeak’s future was 
bleak. SPCA NoVa asked 
to transfer the kitten to 
our care so that immedi-
ate orthopedic surgical 
care could begin.

The shelter staff was 
elated, but the next 

hurdle was 
that the 
ortho-
pedic 
surgeon 
with the 
partner 
veterinary 
office 
was on 
vaca-
tion 
for a 

week. Concerned 
that Squeak didn’t 
have five days to 
wait if we wanted 
to try to save her 
leg, SPCA NoVa 
reached out to 
another local 
orthopedic sur-
geon. Despite 
having a full 
surgery and 
consultation 
schedule that 
day, the sur-
geon agreed to see Squeak 
and performed a compli-
cated surgery to repair her 
leg that evening. Squeak 
now has a plate in her 
leg, which can probably 
be removed when she is 
spayed, and is on the road 
to recovery under the care 
of a licensed veterinary 
assistant from the partner 
vet office. Squeak has a 
loud purr motor, despite 
being in strict confine-
ment during her recovery 
period, and through our 

partnerships with the 
veterinary office, local 
shelter, and pet supply 
store, is another lucky 
success story.

Please consider join-
ing our Guardian Angel 
program so that we may 
continue to partner with 
our community and make 
a difference with difficult 
cases. We can’t be the 
world to every kitty, but 
to Squeak, we could be 
her world!
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Gifts in Remembrance

In Memory of
 ♥ “Abby” Grabowski

 ~ Mary Portelly
 ♥ “Auggie”

 ~ Judy Hanlon
 ♥ “Butterscotch” & “Topaz”

 ~ Petra & Doug Raymond
 ♥ “Caleb” Hayes

 ~ Mark Skesavage
 ♥ “Cameron,” SPCA 

alumnus
 ~ John & Chris Hoover

 ♥ “Chestnut” Rollins
 ~ Marti Barg

 ♥ “Colby”
 ~ Michael & Donna 
Bruggeman

 ♥ “Destiny,” my first dog 
who was a rescue dog

 ~ Lia Weiner
 ♥ “Goliath” Martin

 ~ Chris Banach
 ♥ “Gypsy”

 ~ Jo Ann Ruckel
 ♥ “Kitty Katherine” & 

“Rumpleteazer”
 ~ Ruthann Lowery

 ♥ “Kolby”
 ~ John Whitehead

 ♥ “Leah”
 ~ Janet Spore

 ♥ “Maxx Watson”
 ~ Jennifer Turner

 ♥ “Mitzi”
 ~ Katie Mchenry
 ~ Dana Meeker
 ~ Richard Moore

 ♥ “Mozart”
 ~ Joyce Peterson

 ♥ “Muppy” Maupin
 ~ Gillian Maupin

 ♥ “Pickles”
 ~ Melissa Lawrence

 ♥ “Pumpkin”
 ~ Cristina Vega

 ♥ “Rexy”
 ~ Daniel Beckmann

 ♥ “Sammy” & “Cymba”
 ~ James Samans 

 ♥ “Sandi” Vaughn, David’s 
blue-eyed Ragdoll

 ~ Penny Vaughn
 ♥ “Scout”

 ~ Barbara Goffman
 ♥ “Shadow”

 ~ Barbara Brown
 ♥ “Skiff”

 ~ Ben Kobren
 ♥ “Sophie” Barnes

 ~ Ken & Jean Kriedburg
 ♥ “Sugar” & “Clemmie”

 ~ Dana Meeker
 ♥ “Sugar” Ratchford

 ~ Rob Cox
 ♥ “Tater,” wonderful blue 

dogs
 ~ Jeffrey Stanley

 ♥ “Tippy” & “Sasha Rose”
 ~ Marsha Miller

 ♥ “Tobe”
 ~ Dianne Houghton

 ♥ “Trixie”
 ~ Paul Ratcliffe

 ♥ “Willy Wonka”
 ~ Christopher Reynolds

 ♥ “Zola Budd” Browning
 ~ Rebecca Buckner

 ♥ Ana Rosa Varela
 ~ Sharon Basil
 ~ Jeff Seidenfaden

 ♥ Ann Evers Blaz, “the genial 
second grade teacher at 
Cedar Lane Elementary 
School, Vienna, VA”

 ~ Anonymous
 ~ Eleanor McCann
 ~ C. J. Jacquemin
 ~ Guam Society Of America
 ~ Aimee Thomson
 ~ Warren Pace Revocable 
Living Trust

 ~ Thomas O’Brien
 ~ Kenneth & Adeko Evans 
(“Our strength comes 
from the Lord.”)

 ♥ Annie Stoner
 ~ Doris Taweel

 ♥ Antoinette K. Kropf
 ~ Donna Defontes

 ♥ Audrey Van Gessel
 ~ Erma Caldwell

 ♥ Barbara T. Northam
 ~ Sharon Prichard
 ~ Edelman Financial Services
 ~ Cynthia Ellis

 ♥ Betty Dunham
 ~ George & Jane Misslbeck

 ♥ Brig. Gen. Charles “Dan” 
Mcguire

 ~ The brothers of the Kappa 
Alpha James Ward Wood 
Court of Honor

 ~ Joyce Bockemuehl
 ~ Christine & Gordon 
Trapnell

 ~ Michael & Vicki Santiago
 ~ Anonymous
 ~ Duane & Rachel Wills
 ~ Ann Graham
 ~ Michael Mattera
 ~ Josiah Leighton
 ~ Monica Pesek
 ~ James McGilvray

 ♥ Chelsea Santulli
 ~ John Glaberson
 ~ Angelo Grima
 ~ Anonymous
 ~ John Boarts
 ~ Lawrence Hafvenstein
 ~ Tony & Linda Masciadri
 ~ Tom & Susan Roth
 ~ Michelle Arling
 ~ Laura Horton-Ludwig
 ~ Teri Rosenberg
 ~ Steve Woodside
 ~ Deborah Bassette
 ~ J Gordon & Betsy Ousey
 ~ Dale Mcgrath
 ~ William & Katheriine 
Zorb

 ~ Kim & Raine Coons
 ~ Anonymous
 ~ Pampered Chef thru Lisa 
Bartol

 ~ Lawrence Hafvenstein
 ♥ Cornelius John Van Aalst 

Jr.
 ~ Janes & Ethel Moreland
 ~ Bradley & Sharon 
Shepherd

 ♥ David Goetz
 ~ Caryn Goetz

 ♥ Doris & Gromit
 ~ David & Sue Mobley

 ♥ Dorothea Nelson
 ~ Anonymous

 ♥ Dr. Marguerite Teressa 
Caldwell

 ~ Mclean High School
 ♥ Earlene Smith

 ~ Bonnie Baker
 ~ Audrey Beazley

 ♥ Frank Grice
 ~ The Association & Staff 
National Motor Freight 
Traffic Association Inc.

 ♥ Gladys Sheppard
 ~ Charles & Georgette 
Wilson

 ♥ Gloria Greeley
 ~ Carol Robinson
 ~ Wanda Berns
 ~ Melissa Gibbs

 ♥ “Heather,” beloved taffy 
cocker of Alan Bernbach 
& Sandy Hershey

 ~ Charlotte Whitenight
 ♥ James Stambach

 ~ Anonymous
 ♥ Janet Martini

 ~ Mary A Goodspeed
 ♥ John Alan Schmidt

 ~ Martha & Terry Thompson
 ~ Terence O’Donnell
 ~ John & Marilyn 
Buckheister

 ♥ John E Chapman
 ~ Mickey & Susan Femino

 ♥ “Jordan” Simon (Cat)
 ~ Justin Hodges

 ♥ Kara
 ~ Alan Haskel

 ♥ Kimberly’s beloved 
grandmother

 ~ Anonymous
 ♥ Kiwi cha

 ~ Richard & Joann 
Ackerman

 ♥ Linda Mundy
 ~ Steven & Sheri Hummer

SPCA NoVA welcomes donations made in memory or honor of someone special in your life. 
Please include the name and address of the person you would like notified of your donation, 
along with the name of the person or pet being remembered or honored.
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Gifts in Remembrance
 ♥ Marian Dooley

 ~ George Sisk
 ~ Carolyn Dreylinger
 ~ Kathleen Edmondson
 ~ Patti Feeley
 ~ Diana Phillips
 ~ Philip Fidandis

 ♥ Mary H. Ellis
 ~ Thomas Self

 ♥ Michael Mueller
 ~ George & Lawrie 
Eastman

 ~ Oak Hill Academy
 ♥ Misha Shepard

 ~ Catherine Nueva Espana
 ♥ “Muffin”

 ~ Louise Ravert
 ♥ Nancy Jean Johnson

 ~ Michael Sierra
 ~ Paul Hunt
 ~ Maureen Premo
 ~ Victoria Velez

 ♥ Natasha
 ~ Alan Fluharty

 ♥ Nedra Helenburg
 ~ Esther & Charles 
McGowen

 ♥ Our 2 wonderful 
Weimeraners, Augie & 
Sadie

 ~ Danielle Ertel
 ♥ Our little angel, Aga, a 

mighty dog indeed in a 
tiny Maltese body

 ~ Alexa Peal
 ♥ Paul Saunders

 ~ Candy & Bill Corley
 ♥ Robert “Bob” Dodd - my 

coworker & friend who 
was a gift to everyone who 
knew him.

 ~ Kelleen Kaye
 ♥ Robert Richard 

Updegrove Thacker
 ~ Allie May Brown

 ♥ Rosetta C. Billups
 ~ Talya Ruch 

 ♥ Sandra McKissiick, our 
friend & co-worker

 ~ Allan & Addie Gates
 ♥ Sarena Lyn Carroll

 ~ Mike Goodson
 ~ Allison Oxenreiter
 ~ Katharine Kobi

 ♥ Skyler Ward
 ~ Lawrence Jones

 ♥ SPCA Alum ‘Sparky”
 ~ Frank & Engin Townend

 ♥ Steve Andrusia
 ~ Matt & Nellie Andrusia, 
in loving memory of our 
cousin. He will be in our 
hearts forever.

 ~ Diane Andrusia
 ♥ Talmage Cedar Brock

 ~ Eve Gruntfest
 ♥ The little doggie that was 

hit by a car this morning
 ~ Anonymous 
 

 ♥ Thomas 
Cameron 
Monahan

 ~ Edward & Rosella Cassidy
 ♥ “Todd,” our Collie/Basenji 

we adopted from SPCA 
NoVa (& Lisa Reid)

 ~ Jim & Marilyn Terwilliger
 ♥ Tony Orange, The SPCA’s 

Dog Whisperer
 ~ Joan V & Jim Hughes

 ♥ William Beardow
 ~ Catherine Brumley’s 
colleagues at ACA & 
Bonny Gaston

 ♥ William Fey
 ~ Jacqueline Wilson

 ♥ Yvonne B. Kelley
 ~ Susan Fisher
 ~ Your friends at NAVFAC 
FM

 ~ Velma Beightol

In Honor of
 ♥ Andrea S. Grill, Esq.

 ~ Lee Ann Hopkins
 ♥ “Casey”, the cat in sewer 

6/13
 ~ Alexandra Suh

 ♥ Devon & Christina Vanecek
 ~ Amanda Matthews

 ♥ “Faye” - We had a trial 
period with Faye, and 
our current dog was 
aggressive towards her. 
Faye was wonderful.

 ~ Steve & Lora Pickard
 ♥ “Harley”

 ~ Courtney Rutledge
 ♥ “Morgan”

 ~ James Dunphy & Sally 
Wallace

 ♥ “Simba” - Her Guardian 
Angel Message: “Hang in 
there Devon. It won’t be 
long before you will find a 
home just like Simba did!”

 ~ Catherine Trout
 ♥ “Sundance”

 ~ Janet Spore
 ♥ Alis

 ~ Judy Kramer
 ♥ Ambassador Patricia 

Butenis
 ~ Mark Padgett

 ♥ Bubs Tanner
 ~ Anonymous

 ♥ Connie Fullerton
 ~ Anonymous

 ♥ Daisy Girl Scout Troop 
#5292 (McLean, VA)

 ~ Lisa Noto
 ♥ Danielle Torley: 

Congratulations on 
winning the Triple Canopy 
Halloween contest! We are 
pleased to be making this 
donation on your behalf.

 ~ Triple Canopy & 
Christina Correira

 ♥ Edith von Stuemer & 
Debbie Onesty

 ~ Sharon Dyer
 ♥ Eleanor Jean Langendorfer

 ~ Anonymous
 ♥ George & Pat Stone

 ~ Janet Paramski
 ♥ God, creator of all things

 ~ Barbara Hopper
 ♥ Heidi Hooper, thank you 

for your help
 ~ Suzi Stone Schreibman

 ♥ Her Family, that always 
included a dog.

 ~ Jeanne P Willoughby 

 ♥ Hilary Malawer
 ~ Sandra Jablonski

 ♥ Hillary, for saving the big 
boys

 ~ Dana Meeker
 ♥ Hillary, SPCA volunteer 

who helped Barbara with 
her rescued kitten

 ~ Barbara Hopper
 ♥ Jeff Stuwe

 ~ Power Design Inc
 ♥ “Jerry” and “Jesse,” SPCA 

kitty alumni
 ~ Tracee Sutton

 ♥ J.T. Bock
 ~ Chris Prochaska

 ♥ Judson Hickman’s First 
Birthday

 ~ Charles & Ethel Hickman
 ~ Sandra Jeter

 ♥ Katie McHenry
 ~ J William McFarland

 ♥ Lily Ripley’s Birthday
 ~ Celia Cook
 ~ Eugene Smith & Laura 
Elizabeth Doyle

 ~ Lily & John & Shannon 
Ripley

 ~ Susan & Charles 
Sutherland 

 ♥ Mara Zingg
 ~ Stephanie German

 ♥ “Milo” and “Kennedy,” our 
cats adopted from SPCA 
NoVa

 ~ Emily Beline
 ♥ Morgan Mahoney’s 

Birthday
 ~ Ingrid Beggs
 ~ Kelly Durgin

 ♥ My puppy”Petunia”
 ~ Molly LoPresti

 ♥ Reagan Nino
 ~ Kristen Fitzgerald

 ♥ Suki Crochetti
 ~ Cynthia Campbell

 ♥ The Cupcake Ladi
 ~ Alexis Peterson

 ♥ Tiffany Vine
 ~ Joji Thomas

 ♥ Vicki Rundquist, foster 
mother to “Squeak”

 ~ Kathy A Ruffing
 ♥ Wanda Blaine

 ~ Christine Bryson
 ♥ Willett Elmore’s 90th 

Birthday
 ~ Judy Kaiser

 ♥ Willy Hicks
 ~ Walter & Judith Potock
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank 
You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank 
You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

THANK yOU TO the 
following corporations 
for their Matching Gifts:
• Allstate
• Ameriprise
• Fannie Mae SERVE
• Freddie Mac Founda-

tion
• Microsoft matching 

Gifts Program
• Noblis
• Northrop Grumman

WAy TO GO! Helena 
Clark and Emily Goff orga-
nized a pet supply drive 
for their National Junior 
Honor Society project at 
Herndon Middle School. 
In December 2012, they 
delivered a load of pet 
food, toys, cat litter, beds, 
and blankets to the SPCA. 

WE THANK CLARK 
Construction for their gen-
erosity to the community. 
They give each of their 
employees the opportu-
nity to select the charitable 
institution of their choice 
and Clark Construction 
makes a donation in their 
name. We thank Lori 
Humphries and Donald 
Gibson for selecting the 
SPCA of Northern Vir-
ginia. 

THANK yOU TO the 
following workplace giv-
ing programs and their 
participating employees:
• Macy’s East
• Target

FIRST SOLAR COR-
PORATE Charitable 
Fund of the Toledo Com-
munity Foundation at 
the request of Associates 
Kathleen Weiss and Brian 
Crabb.

WOOF! (THAT’S DOG 
for Thank You!) to the 
children of the Kilmer 
Center, who made and 
sold dog treats, the pro-
ceeds from which were 
donated to the SPCA of 
Northern Virginia.

EVAN STANKARD, 
WHOSE family fostered 
and adopted a cat from 
the SPCA a couple years 
ago, organized a donation 
drive and collected cash, 
food, toys, leashes, and 
litter to help our many 
rescued cats and dogs. 

THANK yOU TO the 
Manassas Assembly LT/
International Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls – a non-
profit youth group that 
teaches girls what matters 
most – leadership, con-
fidence, and citizenship 
– for selecting the SPCA of 
Northern Virginia as their 
charity and raising funds 
to support our mission.

GIFT4GIVING  
PROGRAM DONOR-
ADViSED fund of Fidelity 
Charitable at the request of 
Heather Walrath

DuCHESSA OF MiD-
DLEBURG’S Charity of 
Choice program raises 
money during the month 
of December for charities 
selected by their custom-
ers. We thank Duchessa 
and these friends for 
selecting the SPCA:
• Rhonda Meter
• Karen Paris
• Ana Harvey
• Tracy Brincefield

ANONYMOuS 
DONORS THROUGH 
the I Do Foundation

THANK yOU TO Baker 
Tilly Virchow Krause, 
LLP and its employees for 
their support of chari-
table causes. During the 
Baker Tilly Mini-Golf 
Tournament in July 2012, 
these employees played 
for our cause, raising 
much-needed funds:
• Bella Burgess
• Jean Burns
• Ashley Frayser
• Roz Parrett
• Kelly Swartzlander

THANK yOU TO 
Weber’s Pet Supermarket 
for hosting our dog adop-
tions and for donating 
two-weeks of proceeds 
from their self-serve dog 
wash to us.

FOOTHILLS UNITED 
WAY
• Timothy Black

WE GiVE A shout-out to 
Sara Rider and her friends 
Erica Thompson and 
Jackie Ganter who raised 
money for our animals 
and gathered needed cat 
and dog supplies.

DAISy GIRL SCOUT 
Troop #5292 (McLean, 
Va.) donated the prof-
its from their Girl Scout 
cookies to the SPCA. The 
Troop of 6- and 7-year-old 
girls just loves animals and 
completed a journey patch 
to learn how to care for 
animals, which included 
a visit to a vet hospital to 
learn and see more.

THANK yOU TO the 
Petco Foundation for shar-
ing the proceeds of their 
in-store Breeds in Need 
fundraiser with the SPCA. 

THANK yOU TO 
Elizabeth and Michael 
Hoeymans, and their 
friends Maggie Bujor and 
Linsey Wenk, for setting 
up five lemonade stands 
earlier this year and choos-
ing to give the money to 
the SPCA to help animals. 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE 
WITH gratitude these 
bequests:
• Estate of Linda Zeiler
• Estate of Mary Louise 

Wood
• Estate of Kathryn 

Walker

Special Thanks
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ment is finalized. In this 
case, it was apparent 
that dogs do well in that 
home. Brouser “strutted 
his stuff,” tossed his toys 
around, and seemed to 
enjoy just showing off.

 Chico moved into his 
new home, and he and 
Brouser get along like old 
friends. They play with 
toys, chase each other, 
and indulge in quiet 
squirrel watching from 
the front window.

 When playing tires 
them out, they retire to 
their respective pillows to 
recharge their batteries. 
Of course, in true Chi-

huahua fashion, Chico is 
always ready to choose 
someone’s lap instead.

The younger daughter 
has appointed herself 
Chico’s protector. She 
calls him Cinnamon 
Buns, or “Bunsy,” now, 
and the name seems 
to be sticking (no pun 
intended). When walk-
ing him, she admonishes 
other children not to 
pick him up or treat 
him roughly. He went 
trick-or-treating on Hal-
loween, but she carried 
him so as to avoid such 
confrontations. Oh, yes, 
he also sleeps on her bed.

 His 
presence 
has been 
beneficial 
for Brouser, 
too. The little 
Doxie used to 
be anxious – 
and sometimes 
destructive – 
when left alone, 
but he’s more 
relaxed and 
better behaved 
with his new 
pal around. The 
whole family feels as 
though Chico/Bunsy has 
always been a part of 
their lives.

 
He still has a 

couple of pounds to gain, 
but Chico/Bunsy has 
come a long “weigh” (pun 
intended).

Chico from page 1

Give a Homeless Animal

A Second Chance
YES!
I want 
to help 
rescue 
animals 
in Northern 
Virginia.

Your tax-deductible 
donation to SPCA of 
Northern Virginia 
makes it possible for 
us to rescue animals 
in need, provide 
them with shelter 
and nutritious food, 
medical care, training, 
and nurturing care, 
all in preparation for 
adoptions into homes 
of their own. Thank 
you for being a force 
for animal welfare with 
your generosity!

Name: ����������������������������������������������������

Address: ��������������������������������������������������

City, State, Zip: ��������������������������������������������

E-mail: ���������������������������������������������������

Sign me up for your:    q e-Newsletter    q Print Newsletter

Make checks payable to SPCA of Northern Virginia and mail to: 
SPCA of Northern Virginia, P.O. Box 100220, Arlington, VA 22210

If your company participates with 
the United Way or the Combined 
Federal Campaign (CFC), 
designate donation to “Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals of Northern Virginia.”

If your company participates with the America’s Charities Campaign, 
you can donate to the SPCA of Northern Virginia, #19137.

Membership (one year):
q Associate Membership – $10

q Active/Voting Membership – $20

Donation Amount:
q $25 q $50 q $75

q $100 q $250 q $500

q Other: $�������������

Memorial Gifts:
q In Memory of:

����������������������������

q In Honor of:

����������������������������

q Please send me information on 
how to leave a bequest to SPCA 
NoVa.

Donate online:
www. 

spcanova.org

The SPCA of Northern Virginia is an IRS-registered 501(c)(3) charity, EIN 54-1627788, listed under the name Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals of Northern Virginia.
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finding Animals 
forever Homes
A day at the park gives Chico 
a new lease on life
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Working Together 
to Save Lives
Community partnerships 
help mend Squeak the cat
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Serving the 
Community
Annual Dog Wash raises 
money and pampers 
pooches
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